THE   CONCERT   OF   EUROPE
a bad start, he smiled pleasantly in the grand-stand.
Similarly, he showed to no one how awkward for his plans
was the triumphant return of the race-horse which he had
sent to Serbia. Sly old Pashitch had admitted defeat, the
King of a free country had pledged himself to pronounce
public condemnation of the ideals of his race and nation,
to dismiss defenders of their fatherland at the orders
of  a   truculent   neighbour.   European   statesmen   had             I
breathed  more  freely when they read  Pashitch's sub-             :'
mission, the morning after the last scene in Belgrade.
Berlin alone was ill served. Twice already it had been unscrupulously deceived by its ally, for Berchtold was a pupil of Metternich, while Bethmann was no pupil of Bismarck. With intent to deceive, Berchtold had hidden from Berlin the official statement that the results of the Serbian inquiry had been "scanty" so that Berlin believed in the "sufficiency" of the material, the only thing which could even partly justify the Ultimatum in the eyes of Europe. Similarly Berchtold had assured Berlin that "Austria-Hungary has no intention of making any territorial acquisition" but had hidden the fact that the Cabinet in Vienna, again contrary to Tisza's warnings, had determined on "reducing the area of Serbia in favour of other States"
Now neither Austria through her Ambassador in Berlin, nor the German Ambassador in Vienna, sent the text of the Serbian answer to the German Government; and only when twenty-four precious hours had gone by did the Serbian Charge" d'Affaires bring it himself, so that only then could it be despatched to the Kaiser at Potsdam. It was ten o'clock in the evening when this very crucial historical document arrived. The Monarch postponed reading it.
The next morning  he  reads  the  document;  relief succeeds to astonishment, he breathes more freely. God . has saved him once more from the necessity of making waf. The Divine Hand has visibly guided the Serbian pen. Has not tiie Kaiser proved that his soul is firm ? Has he not
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